
Developing an Association 
Environmental Product Declaration 
for the Wood Processing Industry

Verified and credible environmental 
impact data for NZ produced timber 

and engineered wood products
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Everyone understands photosynthesis, carbon sequestration and benefits of using 
wood?

6CO2 + 6H2O + light energy => C6H12O6 + 6O2

Wood products are the most “environmental” building products you can get??

Right? / Wrong? / Prove it!!
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WPMA decided to float a project to 
develop an EPD for and with its 

members.
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The process started in 2015

Assistance was received from Scion and thinkstep

Arms were twisted…

A meeting was held at SCION.
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About 1/3 of WPMA 
member companies 
took part.

A wide range of timber 
products were 
analysed.
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Abodo Wood Ltd. (www.abodo.co.nz)

NorthPine Ltd. (www.northpine.co.nz)

OTC Timber Co Ltd.( www.otctimber.co.nz)

Red Stag Timber (www.redstagtimber.co.nz)

Rosvall Sawmill Ltd (www.rosvall.co.nz)

Taranakipine (www.taranakipine.co.nz)

Techlam (www.techlam.nz)

Tenon Clearwood LP (www.tenonmanufacturing.co.nz)

Timberlab Solutions Ltd (www.timberlab.co.nz)

Xlam NZ Ltd (www.xlam.co.nz)

http://www.abodo.co.nz/
http://www.northpine.co.nz/
http://www.otctimber.co.nz/
http://www.redstagtimber.co.nz/
http://www.rosvall.co.nz/
http://www.taranakipine.co.nz/
http://www.techlam.nz/
http://www.tenonmanufacturing.co.nz/
http://www.timberbond.co.nz/
http://www.xlam.co.nz/


We produced an industry average EPD.

In this way the cost of developing the 
necessary data through the forestry, 

harvesting, sawing and drying phases could 
be shared among participating companies.

The consultancy used for data crunching was 
thinkstep, who also did the EPDs for 

Forest and Wood Products Australia Ltd.
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Products included in the EPD are

1. Sawn, kiln dried timber.

Used for pallets, 

packaging, 

temporary construction
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2. Surfaced, kiln dried timber

Used for framing, 

indoor panelling, mouldings
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3. Finger-jointed timber

Used for mouldings, window reveals, 
weatherboards … and for further processing
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4. Glue laminated timber

Used to create structures of great 
strength, durability and beauty
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5. Cross laminated timber

The new kid on the block

CLT is taking the global

construction industry

by storm
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The environmental impacts of 
various preservative treatment 

systems can be added to the various 
timber products.
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H1.2 Boron House framing

H3.1 LOSP Outdoor products (paint 
coating required), not in 
ground contact, non-
structural

H3.1 Copper Azole Outdoor products (paint 
coating required), not in 
ground contact, non-
structural

H3.2 CCA Outdoor products not in 
ground contact, 
structural

H4 CCA Outdoor products in 
ground contact, non-
structural



The EPD has lots of data!!!!
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So what’s it all for??

That depends on you!!

If you take on board the data offered by this 
EPD, put it in your BIM, use it to win projects, 
support the companies who enabled it, then 

other companies will be encouraged to get their 
own products assessed …

and the world will be a better place!!

Questions??


