
Florian Graichen

LCANZ Summit 

Auckland – March 30th 2023

The biggest adventure of humanity





Why do I care?



Agenda

▪ The burning Platform

▪ So What?

▪ Stories of opportunities

▪ You matter – It matters



The burning platform



Why did 
you not 
tell us?



Wave after wave is hitting us…



Major Challenges….

Living Beyond 

Our Means

Planetary 

Boundaries



Five takeaways from the recent IPCC report

▪ Climate change is hurting our health

▪ Some things will be lost forever

▪ We can adapt… up to a point

▪ The poorest will be the hardest hit

▪ Each 0.1 degree matters



So what?





It is not getting easier….

WORLD 

POPULATION

YEAR 

REACHED

TIME EACH BILLION STEP 

TOOK:

1 Billion 1804 0 > 1: 300,000 years

2 Billion 1927 1 > 2: 123 years

3 Billion 1960 2 > 3: 33 years

4 Billion 1974 3 > 4: 14 years

5 Billion 1987 4 > 5: 13 years

6 Billion 1999 5 > 6: 12 years

7 Billion 2011 6 > 7: 12 years

8 Billion TODAY 7 > 8: 11 Years

UN Predictions:

8 > 9: 15 years

9 >10: 21 years



How quickly can we change our economy?



Carbon Tunnel Vision



We need toolboxes of solutions….

of emissions can be 

tackled by the transition 

to renewable energy

of emissions come from 

the way we make & use 

products and food, and 

manage land

45%55%
Engineering, 

manufacturing 
and materials 

are critical



The Stone Age did 
not end for lack of 
stones…

… and the Oil Age will 

end long before the 

word runs out of oil 



Stories of Opportunities



Circular-ish

Green-washing

Green-shaming



Textiles need to be 
circular



Transport 
Biofuels



Waste to 
Value



Tackling plastic 
waste for nurseries





You matter – It matters



But I can’t make a difference…..



Disrupt before being disrupted

Uncertainty is the only certainty there is and knowing 

how to live with insecurity is the only security. 

American mathematician and Temple University 

professor John Allen Paulos



Thank you


